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Life back in the 1900s was much different from life now as society, along with the 

world were much different. I am going to tell you a little bit about what life was like. 
Farmers back then did different things to plant and grow their crops. They used a 

lot of makeshift machinery and used horses and cows to pull that machinery. Farmers 
also planted and grew their crops by hand or with different tools. Life on a farm with a 
family was like this: Men were the ones that usually worked outside and labored in the 
fields to get food and money for their families, while the woman usually worked inside 
the house by cleaning, cooking, and making meals for the whole family. The children 
helped out with doing chores and by helping their parents either outside or inside the 
house. Despite Canada’s idealistic attitude towards farming, it was very hard to 
establish and keep organized. Many farmers were lacking security, and by this time, 
large numbers of farms had been changed to produce only cash crops in order to make 
them more profitable. 

This is a picture of a family working in the garden in the 1900s.  
 
Living conditions were quite poor in the 1900s for the average Canadians, but life 

was even worse for immigrants just arriving in Canada. Often, very poor people ended 
up in refugee houses, prisons, or mental institutions. The Great Depression of the 
1930s, increased poverty because of unemployment. In the winter of 1933, about 32% 
of all wage-paid workers were unemployed because of the Great Depression. Back in 
1927 there was a pension plan that was called the “old age pension.” It provided relief to 
the financially poor elderly. This program slowly added more people, such as blind 
people. But it remained limited and seniors had to pass a “means test,” which is a test 
that determines a seniors income or means. As unemployment had grown and wages 
had fallen, the Great Depression took away many people’s ability to save money for 
retirement.  



World War ll and World War l were large events in the 1900s. World War l started 
in 1914. Over 650,000 men and women from Canada and Newfoundland served in the 
war. More than 66,000 gave their lives, and over 172,000 were wounded. This sacrifice 
led to Canada’s separate signature on the Peace Treaty. The war had come to an end 
in 1918. World War II started in 1939 and more than one million Canadians and 
Newfoundland citizens (about 50,000 were women) served in the military. More than 
45,000 had given their lives and greater than 55,000 had been wounded. An invasion 
that took place in 1944 had become known as the Battle of the Atlantic, which marked 
one of Canada's largest commitments. When the war was over, in 1945, Canada had 
become a significant military power, with one of the biggest navies in the world! Canada 
had the fourth largest air force and an army of six divisions.  
 

“(From left, seated) Canadian Prime Minister W.L. Mackenzie 
King, U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill at an Allied conference in Quebec, 
Canada, 1943, during World War II.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At the beginning of the 20th century, first the wealthy people and then others 

moved to the outskirts of cities to live in detached houses and to get away from crime, 
air pollution, crowds, and noise. Single-family homes were usually 2 stories with 
principal rooms, which classify as the master bedroom, or parlors that face the street. 
And the secondary rooms were more towards the backyard or the back of the house. 
Some rooms that classify as secondary rooms are, kitchens and living rooms. Some of 
the unique styles of homes were built in the early 1900s. Some of these buildings were 
built in the 1880s-1920s, and those buildings were called the Queen Anne, and the 
Edwardian houses. Queen Anne houses are known for the amount of detail each house 
holds. The Queen Anne houses were made out of multiple, irregular surfaces and 
contained very complex woodwork. The Edwardian houses were built in the 
1900s-1920s. The Edwardian houses were usually built out of smooth brick and multiple 
windows.  



Example of Queen Anne Architecture Example of Edwardian Architecture  
 
 
In the 20th century, catholicism in Québec, was preoccupied by social concerns. 

Being aware of all the complications caused by the new technology, migration into the 
cities, and was challenged by Pope Leo XIII’s 1891. The Action Libéral Nationale, Bloc 
Populaire Canadien, and the Union Nationale, supported and directed Catholic trade 
unions that were formed from 1907-1920. In the 1930s the Great Depression, once 
again, tested to see if Catholics are ready to deal with major social issues. The second 
world war had brought with it an increasing awareness of the outside world among 
Canadian Catholics, and it made churches appear to many Catholics to be too 
self-sufficient and complacent.  

     Traveling back in the 1900s was very long and uncomfortable. Cars and 
different modes of transportation were very different throughout the years in Canada 
from now. They mostly used trains, bicycles, water transportation, and cars. They also 
utilized transportation like horses, wagons and carriages. People walked around a lot to 
get to different places as well. In the middle of the 20th century, trains were a quite 
popular way to get around, as well as cars. Railways were built to open up new areas of 
settlement, to make some profits for the railway builders, etc. The first railway that was 
built in Canada was in 1836, about ten years after England built its first steam railway. 
Water transportation was used for movement of bulk commodities with low value per 
tonne. Such as coal, ore, grain, gravel, and salt. Ocean transportation is really important 
to Canada, as about one-third of what Canada produces is exported by ship, to 
customers overseas. Air transportation was used to carry large and small items if speed 
is really important or if areas are inaccessible by land or water. Air transportation in the 
mid-1980s, favoured the domination of major companies such as Air Canada. 



This is an example of how people traveled in the 1900s. 
 

 
Life in Canada was different in the 1900s. During this time The Great Depression, World 
War l and World War ll, transportation, Catholicism, all contributed to what makes 
Canada the country it is today. Thank you for reading about my topic! 
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